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Beauty by design
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As a standard

stan･dard
n. something, such as a practice or a product, that is 
widely recognized or employed, especially because of 
its excellence

adj. regularly used, widely available or supplied
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Benefits those who
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build the tools build with the tools





parallel with nature



structure



ecosystem



Early days
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ESPN savings
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Page reduction 50 KB

Page views/day 40 million

Projected Bandwidth 
Savings

2 terabytes/day
61 terabytes/month
730 terabytes/year
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What the heck is 329 terabytes?
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1,027,000 cds
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A few Zen Garden favorites
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Creepy Crawly This is Cereal Mediterranean Bonsai Sky

Miracle Cure Release One 15 Petals C-Note

Radio Zen prêt-à-porter What Lies Beneath



Recently
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Gallery-based resources
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CSS Vault 
cssvault.com

Style Gala 
stylegala.com

CSS Beauty 
cssbeauty.com

Web Standards Awards 
webstandardsawards.com

Unmatched Style 
unmatchedstyle.com

CSS Import
cssimport.com
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Accomplishments

★ Purified data and content
★ Proven viable (com, gov, edu)
★ Reduced file sizes
★ Accessibility on the radar
★ Modular thinking
★ Higher expectations
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Mistakes
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Boxy design
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over-reliance on the box model
and making the box visible
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Image replacement
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In the beginning...
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Presentational class & id names
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Avoid

large

redtext

top-line

borderedbox

rightcol

Use instead

page-title

subhead

main

module

secondary
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Imitation
Innovation–
Stagnation=



Looking ahead



© copyright 2005 stopdesign

Five years?
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CSS3 viability?
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★ Modularization
★ Specification delays
★ Software vendor implementation
★ User adoption of new technology
★ Designer/developer learning curves
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Interesting bits of CSS3
★ Target properties for links
★ Sophisticated media queries

• media="screen and (min-device-width:800px)"
• media="not handheld"

★ Border images
★ Multiple background images per element
★ content property (true IR)
★ The COLUMN Model
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Imagine if...

people could make use of CSS blindly...
without ever viewing, writing, or editing

one line of CSS.
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Imagine if...

one style sheet could be interoperable 
with hundreds of pages.

thousands of sites.
^
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Imagine if...

the distribution model for browser software 
changed dramatically.



Beauty in design is not only
about that which can be seen,
but also that which can’t be seen.


